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Abstract

Many countries have reported declining voter turnouts in recent years, while political
dissatisfaction continues to rise. How can these disengaged individuals be reactivated for
political action? This study investigates the factors that mobilize political engagement
across ten European Union countries. Using a preregistered vignette experiment embedded
within a 2024 public opinion survey, we explore how different policy issues, organizing
actors, and forms of political action influence individuals' likelihood of participation,
perceived acceptability of the action, and expectations of policymakers’ responsiveness. By
analyzing responses across the experimental dimensions, our research provides insights
into the dynamics of civic engagement in contemporary European democracies.
Additionally, the study tests for moderating effects of other factors that may influence the
relevance of different forms of political action. This study is highly relevant, as it sheds
light on those who otherwise do not voice their political dissatisfaction and remain
unheard.
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